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most elegant objects from the animal or vegetable kingdoms.
To that part which fell immediately behind the heels there
were attached thin plates of gold; or, by way of variety, it
was studded with golden stars and filigree-work, sometimes
with jewels and pearls interchangeably.

II. On this upper tunic, to confine the exorbitance of ita
draperies, and to prevent their interfering with the free
motions of the limbs, a suberb GIRDLE was bound about the
hips, Here, if anywhere, the Hebrew ladies endeavoured to
pour out the whole pomp of their splendour, both as to
materials and workmanship. Belts from three to four inches
broad, and of the most delicate cottony substance, were
chosen as the ground of this important part of female attire.
The finest flowers of Palestine were here exhibited in rich
relief, and in their native colours, either woven in the loom,
or by the needle of the embroiderer. The belts being thirty
or forty feet long, and carried round and round the person,
it was in the power of the wearer to exhibit an infinite
variety of forms, by allowing any fold or number of folds at
pleasure to rise up more or less to view, just as fans or the
coloured edges of books with us are made to exhibit land-
scapes, &c., capable of great varieties of expansion as they are
more or less unfolded. The fastening was by a knot below the
bosom, and the two ends descended below the fringe ; which,
if not the only fashion in use, was, however, the prevailing
one, as we learn both from the sculptures at Persepolis and
from the costume of the high priest.

Great as the cost was of these girdles, it would have been
far greater had the knot been exchanged for a clasp ; and in
fact at a later period, when this fashion did really take
place, there was no limit to the profusion with which pearls
of the largest size and jewellery were accumulated upon this
conspicuous centre of the dress. Latterly the girdles were
fitted up with beautiful chains, by means of which they could
be contracted or enlarged, and with gold buckles, and large
bosses and clasps, that gradually became the basis for a
ruinous display of expenditure.

In conclusion, I must remark that in Palestine, as else-
where, the girdle^ was sometimes used as a purse ; whether it
were that the girdle itself' was made hollow (as is expressly